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Happy holiday fun
There was a fantastic array of
costumes on display at the PPC
Christmas Rally last weekend. It
was great to see so many
members take part and embrace
the festive spirit. We witnessed a
parade of elves, angels, a princess
and a trio of Mary, Joseph and
Archangel Gabriel. Ponies were
adorned with glitter, tinsel, bows,
ribbons, baubles, Santa and even
a halo. All pones behaved
impeccably, and the riders were

pretty good too! After the fancy
dress followed a scavenger hunt,
seeing groups of riders exploring
the grounds for clues to spell out a
festive word. After a Christmas gift
handout the popular water slide
made a return on what was a very
hot sunny day.
Congratulations to all of our
winners and thank you to head
coach Kate Bull for organising and
judge Ange Matheson (pictured right
with 1st placed Gemma Blackwell).

What's in the news?
Brookby Horse Trials a triumph
Could there have been a better way to celebrate the
Auckland equestrian scene being in the Covid red
traffic light framework than Brookby Horse Trial event.
Close to 200 horses and riders competed at the twoday event with classes starting at the NZPCA 65 intro
right up to the Auckland Veterinary Centre CCN2*.

A huge thank you to Kate Disley, Andy Parker and all of
the volunteers, judges, helpers, supporters and riders
who made the event such a fantastic event. It was easy
working under the bubble segregation but it was great
to see people adhere to the health and safety
guidelines.
Well done to those riders who were tackling an event
for the first time including Hattie Giltrap and Eva
Bratihwaite who were happy to share their experience
with us here.

Hattie's hat-trick of outstanding
results
When I saw my pony club was running a 2DE I thought I’d
give it a whirl as I haven’t done much eventing on Jivy. I
thought it’d be fun to do after the amazing XC rally with
Dannie Lodder as I haven’t done much XC before, let
alone a 2DE. I knew I’d have a bit of prep to do before it
as Jivy is a little round and we needed to practice our
dressage and XC. I’m super lucky to have my amazing
coach Savanna Stirling help me make a plan for it, my
plan included hill work, dressage practice and some time
out on the XC courses to perfect it as my SJ was already
pretty good. To learn my dressage test we printed out the

letters and then lay them out like an arena. I would then
read my dressage test to myself and pretend to recite it
in our mini dressage arena.
On Saturday we got there and unloaded Jive we tacked
her up for the dressage. I was a little nervous about the
dressage because I know that makes the base of an
event. It went super well though, the only thing we could
work on is our circles! Nevertheless it was very fun. We
got a pretty good score of 67.36%. Then we did the
showjumping which went really well, we went clear with
a nice forward canter! It was exactly what I was aiming
for.

On the morning of the event, I was quite excited, I don’t get
super nervous before shows, especially on Jivey. When we
arrived at the show we unloaded Jive and went straight over
to the cross country to walk it. it looked super fun,
especially the water. I was a little nervous to do the hedge,
but I knew we would make it over even if we looked silly! We
tacked up for cross country in her new cross country boots
(Which I’m now in love with) and headed over. We went into
the start box and that was a lot of fun! When we came to
the first jump Jive was very spooky and did a few rears but
we made it over. She was very spooky at the gates and had
a small tantrum. We were off when we got to the second
jump though! She was having a lot of fun and was very
forward! When we got to the hedge she was a bit spooky
but we made it over with flying colours! Then we got to the
sausage dog which she was quite spooky at and required a
bit of growling! Going through the water was 100% the best
part! She made a lot of splashing for a fat little pony! We
really picked up our pace coming towards the end! She was
an absolute angel and I would definitely do it again! I highly
recommend doing one for someone who has never done
one! They are lots of fun and a great experience. Everyone
there was so nice, and made it an unforgettable
experience! - written by Hattie Giltrap (Age 11)

Eva reaches for the Skye
When I saw the ad for the Brookby Horse Trial, I said to my
Mum, “I want to do that”. She said “OK, you better get
training then!”. I was so excited. I had been to a First Start
before, and that was it. I entered the Intro 65cm Class
(NZPCA).
To prepare, I had a couple of lessons focussed on show
jumping and the dressage test. I’ve had my pony, Moonlight
Skye, for about 6 months so we haven’t been to a lot of
shows together yet. She is a lot bigger than my old pony, so
I had to work on giving her the right lines and striding in
the show jumping ring. I practiced the dressage test a
couple of times, but probably not enough. But I did spend
a lot of time memorising it, so that I didn’t need to worry on
the day. I can get very nervous in Cross Country but I know
Skye loves it so we did as much of this as we could.
Because our grounds were getting prepared for the event,
we went to Whitford’s open day which was heaps of fun.

Firstly, before I went into the show jumping warm-up, I
walked the course for the second time that day, just to
make sure I had it all in my head. The course was twisty so
that was going to be the challenge, as she is quite a big-built
pony. I didn’t spend too long warming up, maybe around 5
minutes max, as she had already done the dressage. We
went in and got around the first four jumps perfectly, but it
was at the 5th where we ALMOST had a rail! I came in
without enough power and had a bit of an awkward stride,
and I heard her back leg hit the pole. I looked behind me
after I had gone over 5B and I was so relieved to see that it
had stayed up. We went through the rest of the course
nicely and thankfully finished clear. I was very happy ending
the day on a high.
So now day one had finished, but day two was definitely the
one I was the most nervous about, but still really looking
forward to!
When we got Skye out of the paddock on Sunday morning,
Mum and I both thought she was lame. We both cried
thinking that it was all over  but luckily she was fine. Just
rocks in her hooves.
The nerves on day two were really catching up with me in
the cross country warm up ring. My Mum said “just get out
there and have fun with Skye. Don’t worry if you don’t jump
everything, just enjoy it.”
There were a lot of people in the warm up at the same time,
and so there was a lot going on. Skye wasn’t very responsive
starting out, but I think once she realised she was there for
the cross country she really perked up. I still felt as nervous
as ever. Just before I went up to the start box, Skye’s old
owner talked to me and gave me some great tips on how to
get around the course with Skye. This helped me a lot and
helped focus my thoughts. Then all of a sudden, my
number was called.

On day one of the event, I had my dressage test at
10:13am. When I was brushing Skye she was very calm
and relaxed. But that only lasted until I got on, when she
started walking she was kicking and fretting because of
the busy environment. So I got off to lead her closer to
the warm up arena, but while I was dismounting I
whipped myself in the eye with my whip. So I had to go
to ride my dressage test with one eye! In the warmup
ring, Skye was perfect. Then we went in and did our
dressage test, she listened to me well, but because I
hadn’t practised the test enough, some of it could have
been a bit better. Overall for the dressage I was very
proud on how we did.
Then it was time for the showjumping, the second part
of the event. You can ride the showjumping right after
your dressage or whenever you want as long as you’ve
done it by a certain time. I rode mine straight after the
dressage.

I was worrying a lot. I walked into the start box and shot into
canter, we were on the wrong lead and it was uneven and
bouncy. Luckily, Skye sorted it out and jumped the first
jump superbly. Now we were on a roll, speeding through
the track! To be honest, I had never gone so fast before, but
it was great! We were jumping them all super well and Skye
and I were loving it. My nerves had all disappeared. Jump
number five was THE HEDGE, which was the one I was most
afraid of, so I just put in all my leg and Skye didn’t even
hesitate! She flew over and we were powering up the hill
toward the next jump, the next two were up hill, and the
rest was downhill, so it would be easier for her.
We cantered down through the water and up the next few,
and flew into the next paddock. Then there was a log pile
that was quite long so I was also nervous for that. But yet
again, Skye takes the lead and does a really long stride and
literally flies over it! Then all we had was the last three
jumps until the finish. Skye was an absolute Power horse,
taking all the strides long and finishing clear and speeding
through the flags. I was stoked! The cross country was

definitely my favourite part of the weekend.

Design a XC jump competition

Overall that had to be the best weekend of my horse
riding life, and it was a super well run event. Although I
was super nervous and it stretched me, Skye took great
care of me. I went in without any expectations and tried
not to put pressure on myself and I came away with 7th
place.

Each month The Pony Express has featured one of the
incredible winners in our cross country jump competition.
This month we feature the beautiful 'Botanical Log'
designed by Hattie Riley.

Can’t wait to do it again next year! - written by Eva
Braithwaite (Age 12)

Wanting guidance to help
achieve your goals?
The log is perfect for the Intro Class at 65cm tall and
features carved flowers, leaves and vines that are the
painted in different bright colours. The ends of the log are
striped and painted in the same vibrant colours. The log is
intended to make all of your nervous butterflies fly out
onto the flowers during the cross country.

Want to become more involved
with PPC?

Are you looking for a diary, that motivates you every day,
helps you get your daily tasks done and achieve your
goals? The Daily Guide for Success is here to help you do
whatever it is that you want to achieve. It begins with a
few pages to fill out on goal setting and understanding
how to make it happen by taking small steps every day.
The diary is packed with Monthly planners, Weekly
planners, Daily Pages, Weekly Check-ins, 3 Monthly
Check-ins and every day has a new quote to keep you on
track.
If you're not sure, check out the website and see for
yourself at https://limitlessguide.co/
The Guide is available to purchase online or over the
counter at Stirling Equestrian, 486 Papakura-Clevedon
Road, Auckland.

Beth has you covered
if anyone at the club needs basic cover repairs, PPC
member Becky Dicken's nana, Beth, is able to help you.
She lives locally to the pony club and offers a repair
service starting at $20, with a quick turnaround. She
repairs cover tears, re-attach leg straps/clips/buckles, tail
bags as well as adding or replacing velcro. Beth has an
industrial machine and many years of experience making
gear bags and mending rugs and so is able to make basic
repairs on a range of fabrics (not leather straps). Beth
enjoys fixing rugs to keep her busy during retirement.
Please contact Beth Dickens on 021 201 5212.

Would you like to become more involved with PPC by
becoming part of the Committee? The Committee meets
once a month and work together to discuss and make
decisions to ensure the efficient running of the Club
including organising events, helping to grow the Club and
its facilities and maintain a fun learning environment for
members, amongst other things. If you would like to
become part of the team then please email Andy Parker on
dc@papatoetoeponyclub.co.nz

Have you been a busy bee?
Have you been putting in the hours at PPC? It could have
been during the Brookby Horse Trial, planting, painting,
fences, event set up? If so, then please don't forget to email
workingbees@papatoetoeponyclub.co.nz with details of the
number of hours worked. the date and the role that you
fulfilled.
It is a condition of PPC membership that you are asked to
contribute 18 hours per membership year to help with our
open events and general maintenance. If you fail to
complete your working bee hours, a levy of $1,000 will be
charged at the end of the season. The timeframe for
completing hours is 1st September 2021 to 31st
August 2022.
Thank you to all of those members who have
contributed so far. We could not achieve all that
we do without your help .

What's on

Have you herd?

A look ahead to what's coming up in the next couple
of months.
January
7th-9th PPC Camp @ Springbush
10th PPC Committee Meeting
16th PPC Open Ribbon Day
21st-23rd NZPCA Branch / Club / Area Showjumping
Championship (TBC)
February
4th-6th Equifest (Taupo)
5th-6th Springbush Horse Trial
12th Pointways PC Show Jumping Day
13th PPC First Start Event
14th PPC Committee Meeting
26th-27th ESNZ Brookby Horse Trial

We have a number of grazing spaces vacant on site for
Pony Club members with various options for both mares
and geldings. We have herd grazing at a cost of $145 per
month or limited spaces for segregated grazing at $70 per
week. More information can be found on the PPC website.
If interested, please read the Grazing Rules and complete
the
Grazing
Application
form.
https://www.papatoetoeponyclub.co.nz/grazing

Don't forget to check out the calendar on the PPC
website
https://www.papatoetoeponyclub.co.nz/events

If you have anything that you would like to share then please email sarah_l_owen@yahoo.co.uk
or contact a member of the PPC committee.

The Papatoetoe Pony Club Committee
would like to wish all of our members and
their families a very happy and healthy
Christmas.
We look forward to seeing you all in
2022.

